The Age Of Reform 1815
1870 Oxford History Of
England
Getting the books The Age Of Reform 1815 1870 Oxford
History Of England now is not type of inspiring means. You could
not solitary going as soon as book amassing or library or borrowing
from your contacts to open them. This is an entirely easy means to
speciﬁcally acquire guide by on-line. This online proclamation The
Age Of Reform 1815 1870 Oxford History Of England can be one of
the options to accompany you following having extra time.
It will not waste your time. say you will me, the e-book will
extremely broadcast you extra issue to read. Just invest little
mature to admission this on-line notice The Age Of Reform 1815
1870 Oxford History Of England as capably as review them
wherever you are now.

Languages of Politics in
Nineteenth-Century Britain D.
Craig 2013-10-24 A
comprehensible and accessible
portrait of the various
'languages' which shaped
public life in nineteenth century
Britain, covering key themes
such as governance,
statesmanship, patriotism,
the-age-of-reform-1815-1870-oxford-history-of-england

economics, religion,
democracy, women's suﬀrage,
Ireland and India.
Britain and Foreign Aﬀairs
1815-1885 John Lowe
2005-08-31 This pamphlet
examines British foreign policy
from Castlereagh to Disraeli.
Focusing on Britain's relations
with other European and nonEuropean powers such as
1/16

Downloaded from
bucksandjakes.com on
November 30, 2022 by
guest

America, Afghanistan, South
Africa and Egypt, this pamphlet
examines the roles of Canning,
Palmerston, and Gladstone
amongst others. The author
discusses British attitudes to
empire, and analyses socioeconomic, military and political
factors as they inﬂuenced
foreign aﬀairs.
Controversy Catastrophism and
Evolution Trevor Palmer
2012-12-06 In Controversy,
Trevor Palmer fully documents
how traditional gradualistic
views of biological and
geographic evolution are giving
way to a catastrophism that
credits cataclysmic events,
such as meteorite impacts, for
the rapid bursts and abrupt
transitions observed in the
fossil record. According to the
catastrophists, new species do
not evolve gradually; they
proliferate following sudden
mass extinctions. Placing this
major change of perspective
within the context of a range of
ancient debates, Palmer
discusses such topics as the
history of the solar system,
present-day extraterrestrial
threats to earth, hominid
the-age-of-reform-1815-1870-oxford-history-of-england

evolution, and the fossil record.
The Mid-Victorian Generation,
1846-1886 K. Theodore Hoppen
1998 This book covers the
period from the repeal of the
Corn Laws to the dramatic
failure of Gladstone's ﬁrst
Home Rule Bill. Intermeshed
with a detailed social and
political analysis of the period,
Hoppen examines the
development of Victorian
culture.
Free Trade in Books James J.
Barnes 1964
Late Georgian and Regency
England, 1760-1837 Robert
A. Smith 2004-07-08 A guide to
historical literature on England
between 1760 and 1837,
emphasising more recent work.
Values and Inﬂuence of
Religion in Public
Administration L
Shanthakumari Sunder
2011-01-06 This book involves
a study of the inﬂuence of
religion, mainly that of
Christianity and Hinduism, on
the formation of the values in
the Indian Civil Service (ICS)
and its successor, Indian
Administrative Service (IAS).
The book deals with the
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problem ofadministrative
corruption in the IAS, which is
the premier civil service of the
country. The study attempts to
ferret out the root causes of
corruption in the Indian society,
and especially in the
government services like the
IAS, through a socio-religious
analysis of religion in society.
The book is a result of a
combination of quantitative and
qualitative methods of study
that include a thorough survey
and in-depth interviews of the
serving oﬃcers of the
Karnataka cadre.
British History 1815-1914
Norman McCord 2007-10-25
This fully revised and updated
edition of Norman McCord's
authoritative introduction to
nineteenth century British
history has been extended to
cover the period up to the
outbreak of the First World War
in 1914. The nineteenth and
early twentieth century saw the
transformation of Britain from a
predominantly rural to a largely
urban society with an economy
based upon manufacturing,
ﬁnance, and trade, and from a
society governed mainly by a
the-age-of-reform-1815-1870-oxford-history-of-england

landed aristocracy to what was
increasingly a mass democracy.
The authors chart the
development of a modern state
equipped with a large and
expanding bureaucracy, the
expansion of overseas
territories into one of the
world's greatest empires, and
changes in religion, social
attitudes, and culture. The book
divides the era into four
chronological periods, with
chapters on the political
background, administrative
development, and social,
economic, and cultural changes
in each period. Exploring major
themes such as the massive
increase in population, the
question of class, the scope of
state activity, and the
development of consumerism,
leisure, and entertainment, and
including a select bibliography
and biographical appendix, this
updated new edition provides
the ultimate introduction to
British history between the end
of the Napoleonic Wars and the
outbreak of the First World War.
The Origins of Modern
Financial Crime Sarah Wilson
2014-06-05 The recent global
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ﬁnancial crisis has been
characterised as a turning point
in the way we respond to
ﬁnancial crime. Focusing on this
change and ‘crime in the
commercial sphere’, this text
considers the legal and
economic dimensions of
ﬁnancial crime and its
signiﬁcance in societal
consciousness in twenty-ﬁrst
century Britain. Considering
how strongly criminal
enforcement speciﬁcally
features in identifying the postcrisis years as a ‘turning point’,
it argues that nineteenthcentury encounters with
ﬁnancial crime were
transformative for
contemporary British societal
perceptions of ‘crime’ and its
perpetrators, and have lasting
resonance for legal responses
and societal reactions today.
The analysis in this text focuses
primarily on how Victorian
society perceived and
responded to crime and its
perpetrators, with its reactions
to ﬁnancial crime speciﬁcally
couched within this. It is
proposed that examining how
ﬁnancial misconduct became
the-age-of-reform-1815-1870-oxford-history-of-england

recognised as crime during
Victorian times makes this an
important contribution to
nineteenth-century history.
Beyond this, the analysis
underlines that a historical
perspective is essential for
comprehending current issues
raised by the ‘ﬁght’ against
ﬁnancial crime, represented
and analysed in law and
criminology as matters of
enormous intellectual and
practical signiﬁcance, even
helping to illuminate the
beneﬁts and potential pitfalls
which can be encountered in
current moves for extending
the reach of criminal liability for
ﬁnancial misconduct. Sarah
Wilson’s text on this highly
topical issue will be essential
reading for criminologists, legal
scholars and historians alike. It
will also be of great interest to
the general reader. The Origins
of Modern Financial Crime was
short-listed for the Wadsworth
Prize 2015.
Let the Stones Talk
Christopher Steed 2011-04 Who
were the People of the Moor?
Sixty generations have lived
here since the Roman Second
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Legion descended from the
skyline. What is the signiﬁcance
of the spirit-road....or a
beautiful pavement in a villa
buried by the soil of centuries?
Who were the mysterious hillfort people who established a
high-status society on an
ancient site? We encounter
Norman lords and the lives of
the miserable, a Mayor of
Bristol who lost his wife when
Black Death swept the people
away, a senior Judge but also
the common people,
determined to build a
magniﬁcent structure as a sign
of faith and hope for the future.
What would it have been like to
go to church in 1460? We read
of the irrepressible way that the
late medieval life of Merry
England spills over into the
church; of payments to
minstrels and skilled craftsmen.
The People of the Moor have to
face up to religion-shock as a
reform movement rocks their
foundations. They contend with
a tsunami, pirates and soldiers.
As the generations roll by, we
experience life in an 18th
century village and witness a
remarkable experiment by
the-age-of-reform-1815-1870-oxford-history-of-england

Hannah and her sisters. An indepth look at the mid-Victorians
holds up a mirror to social
transformation on wheels and
the challenge of educating and
providing for the poor. Some
intriguing characters pass each
other in the street in 1840. Who
is the village tailor, a yeoman
farmer with relatives sentenced
to death or transportation to
Australia, a Quaker girl and the
old gypsy who will die next year
in the workhouse? In time new
forms of power take hold and
rural communities between the
wars experience rapid social
change. This story of small
communities on their journey
through time is a microcosm of
English history. The march of
60 generations is our story too.
The AusIMM Annual Conference
1995 Australasian Institute of
Mining and Metallurgy.
Conference 1995
Negotiating with Imperialism
Michael R. Auslin 2009-07
Japan's modern international
history began in 1858 with the
signing of the 'unequal'
commercial treaty with the US.
Over the next 15 years,
Japanese diplomacy was
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reshaped in response to the
Western imperialist challenge.
This book explains the
emergence of modern Japan
through early treaty relations.
College Cloisters - Married
Bachelors Bridget Duckenﬁeld
2014-07-03 Using archival
material and many unpublished
sources, this work traces the
origins of Oxford and
Cambridge University colleges
as places of learning, founded
from the thirteenth century, for
unmarried men who were
required to take vows of
poverty, chastity, and
obedience, the majority of
whom trained for the
priesthood. The process reveals
how the isolated monk-like
existence was gradually
transformed from the idea of
married Fellows at University
Colleges being considered
absurd into considering it
absurd not to allow Fellows to
marry and keep their
fellowships and therefore their
income. This book shows how
the Church was accepted as an
essential element in society
with university trained
Churchmen becoming
the-age-of-reform-1815-1870-oxford-history-of-england

inﬂuential in Crown,
government, and State. As part
of the cataclysmic change from
Catholic to Protestant religion,
Edward VI and his Council
permitted priests to marry,
partly to declare their
allegiance to the new
Protestant religion and their
rejection of the old. However,
within the university colleges
the rule that Fellows would lose
their fellowships immediately
on marriage was insisted upon.
Why a group of individuals were
instructed to remain set in a
medieval monastic way of life
within a nineteenth-century
institution is traced in
conjunction with how anomalies
arose, were absorbed, accepted
or challenged by a few
courageous individuals prior to
bringing about the ultimate
change to the statutes in 1882.
Agriculture and Politics in
England, 1815-1939 J. Wordie
2000-07-10 This book traces
the decline of landed power in
England between 1815 and
1939, primarily in political, but
also in economic and social
terms. The essays, by leading
authors in the ﬁeld, examine
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diﬀerent aspects of the decline
of landed power.
British Sources of Information P.
Jackson 2003-09-02 This
comprehensive and versatile
reference source will be a most
important tool for anyone
wishing to seek out information
on virtually any aspect of
British aﬀairs, life and culture.
The resources of a detailed
bibliography, directory and
journals listing are combined in
this single volume, forming a
unique guide to a multitude of
diverse topics - British politics,
government, society, literature,
thought, arts, economics,
history and geography.
Academic subjects as taught in
British colleges and universities
are covered, with extensive
reading lists of books and
journals and sources of
information for each discipline,
making this an invaluable
manual.
The Age Of Revolution Tom
Stammers 2017-07-05 In The
Age of Revolution, Eric
Hobsbawm focuses on the
tumultuous late 18th and early
19th centuries. He argues that
the "dual revolutions" of the
the-age-of-reform-1815-1870-oxford-history-of-england

time -the French Revolution and
the British Industrial Revolution
- changed the way the whole
world thought about politics
and power, and fundamentally
shaped the modern era.
A People of One Book
Timothy Larsen 2011-01-27
This book vividly recovers the
lost world of the Victorians in
which everyone thought, spoke,
and argued through scripture.
Larsen presents lively individual
case studies of well known
ﬁgures from diﬀerent religious
and sceptical traditions,
including Florence Nightingale,
T. H. Huxley, C. H. Spurgeon
and Catherine Booth.
A Mad, Bad, and Dangerous
People? Boyd Hilton
2008-06-19 In a period scarred
by apprehensions of revolution,
war, invasion, poverty and
disease, elite members of
society lived in fear of revolt.
Boyd Hilton examines the
changes in society between
1783-1846 and the
transformations from raﬃsh
and rakish behaviour to the
new norms of Victorian
respectability.
A Bibliography of Writings
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for the History of the
English Language Jacek Fisiak
2019-06-04
Victorian England
1837-1901 J. L. Altholz
2002-08-22 This book contains
2,500 bibliographical entries
covering most aspects of the
history of Victorian England.
The Birth of a New Europe
Theodore S. Hamerow 1983
Theodore Hamerow examines
the innovations that challenged
nineteenth-century Europe,
using a perspective that
transcends events that
occurred within national
boundaries. He brings together
political, social, diplomatic, and
national developments to
demonstrate how they relate to
the profound transformations
brought about by the industrial
revolution.
A History of Criminal Justice in
England and Wales John
Hostettler 2009-01-12 "An ideal
introduction to the rich history
of criminal justice charting all
its main developments from the
dooms of Anglo-Saxon times to
the rise of the Common Law,
struggles for political,
legislative and judicial
the-age-of-reform-1815-1870-oxford-history-of-england

ascendency and the formation
of the innovative Criminal
Justice System of today."-back
cover.
The Spirit of the Age
Gertrude Himmelfarb
2007-01-01 Selected and
annotated by Gertrude
Himmelfarb, a distinguished
historian of Victorian thought,
the writings in this volume
address a wide range of
subjects, including religion,
politics, history, science, art,
socialism, and feminism, by
eminent ﬁgures of the Victorian
era.
Transactions of the Royal
Historical Society: Volume 8
Royal Historical Society
1999-02-04 Volume 8 of The
Royal Historical Society
Transactions contains essays
based around the theme
'identities and empires'.
From Wall Street to Bay Street
Joe Martin 2018-04-13 The
2008 ﬁnancial crisis rippled
across the globe and triggered
a worldwide recession. Unlike
the American banking system
which experienced massive
losses, takeovers, and taxpayer
funded bailouts, Canadas
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banking system withstood the
crisis relatively well and
maintained its liquidity and
proﬁtability. The divergence in
the two banking systems can
be traced to their distinct
institutional and political
histories. From Wall Street to
Bay Street is the ﬁrst book for a
lay audience to tackle the
similarities and diﬀerences
between the ﬁnancial systems
of Canada and the United
States. Christopher Kobrak and
Joe Martin reveal the diﬀerent
paths each system has taken
since the early nineteenthcentury, despite the fact that
they both originate from the
British system. The authors
trace the roots of each
countrys ﬁnancial systems
back to Alexander Hamilton and
insightfully argue that while
Canada has preserved a
Hamiltonian ﬁnancial tradition,
the United States has favoured
the populist Jacksonian tradition
since the 1830s. The sporadic
and inconsistent fashion in
which the American system
have changed over time is at
odds with the evolutionary path
taken by the Canadian system.
the-age-of-reform-1815-1870-oxford-history-of-england

From Wall Street to Bay Street
oﬀers a timely and accessible
comparison of ﬁnancial systems
that reﬂects the political and
cultural milieus of two of the
worlds top ten economies.
English Local Prisons,
1860-1900 Sean McConville
2018-10-24 The local prisons of
the latter half of the nineteenth
century reﬁned systems of
punishment so harsh that one
judge considered the maximum
penalty of two years local
imprisonment to be the most
severe punishment known to
English law: "next only to
death". This work examines
how private perceptions and
concerns became public policy.
It also traces the move in
English government from the
rural and aristocratic to the
urban and more democratic. It
follows the rise of the powerful
elite of the higher civil service,
describes some of the forces
that attempted to oppose it,
and provides a window through
which to view the process of
state formation.
A Companion to NineteenthCentury Britain Chris Williams
2006-10-20 A Companion to
9/16

Downloaded from
bucksandjakes.com on
November 30, 2022 by
guest

Nineteenth-Century Britain
presents 33 essays by expert
scholars on all the major
aspects of the political, social,
economic and cultural history of
Britain during the late Georgian
and Victorian eras. Truly British,
rather than English, in scope.
Pays attention to the
experiences of women as well
as of men. Illustrated with maps
and charts. Includes guides to
further reading.
The British Periodical Text,
1797-1835 Simon Hull 2008
This collaborative book derives
from the 2006 Bristol University
Conference on periodicals
culture in the Romantic era.
The essays indicate that the
periodical text presented a
novel and challenging medium
in the Romantic period and
enabled a particularly.
A Cultural History of Law in
the Age of Reform Ian Ward
2021-03-11 The Age of Reform
– the hundred years from 1820
to 1920 - has become
synonymous with innovation
and change but this period was
also in many ways a deeply
conservative and cautious one.
With reform came reaction and
the-age-of-reform-1815-1870-oxford-history-of-england

revolution and this was as true
of the law as it was of
literature, art and technology.
The age of Great Exhibitions
and Great Reform Acts was also
the age of newly systemized
police forces, courts and
prisons. A Cultural History of
Law in the Age of Reform
presents an overview of the
period with a focus on human
stories located in the crush
between legal formality and
social reform: the newly
uniformed police, criminal
mugshots, judge and jury, the
shame of child labor, and the
need for neighborliness in the
crowded urban and increasingly
industrial landscapes of Europe
and the United States. Drawing
upon a wealth of visual and
textual sources, A Cultural
History of Law in the Age of
Reform presents essays that
examine key cultural case
studies of the period on the
themes of justice, constitution,
codes, agreements, arguments,
property and possession,
wrongs, and the legal
profession.
Writing the Victorian
Constitution Ian Ward
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2018-08-21 This book charts
the writing of the English
constitution through the work of
four of the most inﬂuential
jurists in the history of English
constitutional
thought—Edmund Burke,
Thomas Babington Macaulay,
Walter Bagehot and Albert
Venn Dicey. Stretching from the
French Revolution to the death
of Queen Victoria, their writing
is both representative of and
formative to the Victorian
constitution. Ian Ward traces
how constitutional writing
changed over the course of the
long nineteenth century, from
the poetics of Burke and the
romance of Macaulay, to the
pragmatism of Bagehot and the
jurisprudence of Dicey. A
century on, our perception of
the English constitution is still
shaped by this contested
history.
The Political Inﬂuence of Naval
Force in History J. Cable
1998-06-21 For ﬁve centuries,
since Vasco de Gama's ships
began making the Indian Ocean
a Portuguese lake, many
governments used naval force
to serve their political purposes.
the-age-of-reform-1815-1870-oxford-history-of-england

The sceptre of the seas passed
from one nation to another, but
political success did not always
reward the strongest navy. This
selective, international history
of naval force as a political
instrument, whether in peace or
war, ranges from Calicut,
navally cannonaded in 1501, to
Baghdad, assailed by sea
launched missiles in 1991.
Protest and Reform Joseph
Kestner 2022-09-12 The social
novel in nineteenth-century
Britain has been considered the
eﬀort of a predominantly male
canon of writers. In this groundbreaking study, originally
published in 1985, Joseph
Kestner challenges that
assumption, arguing that it was
a succession of female writers –
women often meriting only a
footnote in literary history –
who initiated and advanced the
tradition of using narrative
ﬁction to register protest,
expose abuses, and promote
reform. Kestner explores the
contributions to Victorian social
policy by the ﬁction of these
neglected authors (Hannah
More, Elizabeth Stone, Frances
Trollope, Charlotte Tonna,
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Camilla Toulmin, Geraldine
Jewsbury, Fanny Mayne, Julia
Kavanagh, Dinah Mulock Craik)
as well as more prominent
female authors (Maria
Edgeworth, Harriet Martineau,
Elizabeth Gaskell, Charlotte
Brontë, George Eliot) and male
writers (Charles Dickens,
Benjamin Disraeli, G. M. W.
Reynolds, John Galt, Charles
Kingsley). This is an important
work for every scholar, student,
and reader of nineteenthcentury literature and history,
women’s studies, and
sociology. Kestner’s book will
encourage a reappraisal of
women writers and their role in
Victorian Britain and advance a
long-needed reassessment of
the traditional canon of
nineteenth-century literature. In
rediscovering the literary and
social contribution of these
undervalued writers, Kestner
provides a chronological
assessment of the female social
narrative. Tracing the form
from its inception in the late
eighteenth century to its
evolution in the 1830s and
1840s and to its maturation in
the 1850s and 1860s, he
the-age-of-reform-1815-1870-oxford-history-of-england

reveals the continuity of a
developing literary tradition
that included early writers like
More and later practitioners like
Tonna, Stone, Jewsbury, and
Mayne. In the process Kestner
establishes a new basis for
assessing major writers such as
Eliot and Gaskell. In consciously
using ﬁction for social protest
purposes, these novelists were
responding to a society marked
by transition. Their common
emphasis was on the plight of
the disenfranchised in a new
era and the need for manifold
reforms in such areas as
housing, labor legislation,
education, childcare, access to
employment, sanitation, and
marital law. Reform was
necessary as England evolved
from an agricultural to an
industrial economic system.
Kestner uses evidence such as
Parliamentary investigations
and early social reporting by
James Kay, William Cooke
Taylor, Peter Gaskell, and
others to assess the validity of
the protests of these novelists.
Their impassioned novels
supplemented the legislative
ﬁndings of male-dominated
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Parliamentary committees and
reached an audience, often
speciﬁcally addressed as
female, that government
documents could not.
Galvanizing readers through
their narratives, the socially
conscious female writers gained
new political inﬂuence that
contributed to legislative
process. These writers also won
artistic ground, commanding a
serious literary attention and
respect never before accorded
women writers. It is that serious
literary status, Kestner argues,
unjustly neglected for so long,
that must be reclaimed today
as we rethink and revise our
view of Victorian ﬁction.
Writing Against Revolution
Kevin Gilmartin 2007-01-11
Conservative culture in the
Romantic period should not be
understood merely as an eﬀort
to preserve the old regime in
Britain against the threat of
revolution. Instead,
conservative thinkers and
writers aimed to transform
British culture and society to
achieve a stable future in
contrast to the destructive
upheavals taking place in
the-age-of-reform-1815-1870-oxford-history-of-england

France. Kevin Gilmartin
explores the literary forms of
counterrevolutionary
expression in Britain, showing
that while conservative
movements were often inclined
to treat print culture as a
dangerously unstable and even
subversive ﬁeld, a whole range
of print forms - ballads, tales,
dialogues, novels, critical
reviews - became central tools
in the counterrevolutionary
campaign. Beginning with the
pamphlet campaigns of the
loyalist Association movement
and the Cheap Repository in
the 1790s, Gilmartin analyses
the role of periodical reviews
and anti-Jacobin ﬁction in the
campaign against revolution,
and closes with a fresh account
of the conservative careers of
Robert Southey and Samuel
Taylor Coleridge.
Lord John Russell Paul
Scherer 1999 "This biography
also adds considerable
information about Russell's
private life, which has not
appeared in any previous
biography, much of it based in
private letters not heretofore
used by historians."--BOOK
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JACKET.
Performing the Temple of
Liberty Jenna M. Gibbs
2014-06-20 Scholars and
students interested in slavery
and abolition, British and
American politics and culture,
and Atlantic history will take an
interest in this provocative
work.
The Shaping of Modern
Britain Eric Evans 2014-01-14
In this wide-ranging history of
modern Britain, Eric Evans
surveys every aspect of the
period in which Britain was
transformed into the world's
ﬁrst industrial power. By the
end of the nineteenth century,
Britain was still ruled by
wealthy landowners, but the
world over which they presided
had been utterly transformed. It
was an era of revolutionary
change unparalleled in Britain yet that change was achieved
without political revolution.
Ranging across the developing
empire, and dealing with such
central institutions as the
church, education, health,
ﬁnance and rural and urban life,
The Shaping of Modern Britain
provides an unparallelled
the-age-of-reform-1815-1870-oxford-history-of-england

account of Britain's rise to
superpower status. Particular
attention is given to the Great
Reform Act of 1832, and the
implications of the 1867 Reform
Act are assessed. The book
discusses: - the growing role of
the central state in domestic
policy making - the emergence
of the Labour party - the Great
Depression - the acquisition of
a vast territorial empire
Comprehensive, informed and
engagingly written, The
Shaping of Modern Britain will
be an invaluable introduction
for students of this key period
of British history.
Sir Cliﬀord Allbutt Alexander
G. Bearn 2007 Monograph
looking at the life of Sir Cliﬀord
Allbutt, inventor of the short
themometer and responsible
for introducing the
opthalmoscope, weighing
machine and microscope to the
wards.
Liberal Internationalism and
the Decline of the State P.
Hammarlund 2005-03-01 This
book provides a critical analysis
of the liberal ideas of the
decline of the state through a
historical comparison. It takes
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special note of the implications
of state failure to control
economic growth and market
exigencies for international
relations. The book is divided
into three sections. The ﬁrst
analyzes Cobden, Mitrany, and
Ohmae's empirical claims, the
second looks at their normative
judgements and the third looks
at their predictive assertions. It
concludes that the three
primarily propose normative
arguments for less state
involvement in economic and
international relations but
conceal them in empirical and
predictive assertions. The
liberal idea of the decline of the
state is more of an ideological
statement in response to
political, social, and economic
trends than an objective
observation of an empirically
veriﬁable fact.
The Age of Reform, 1815-1870
Ernest Llewellyn Woodward
1954
The End of the Urban
Ancient Regime in England
Frédéric Moret 2015-01-12 The
1835 Municipal Reform Act is
both a consequence and a
continuation of the 1832
the-age-of-reform-1815-1870-oxford-history-of-england

Reform Act. By dealing with
those “citadels of Torysm” that
were the municipal
corporations, the Whigs not
only wanted to conﬁrm their
electoral victory, but also to
reform the local system that
had been largely criticised for
decades. Preceding the reform,
a thorough investigation was
conducted by a group of twenty
commissioners – young liberal
or radical lawyers – who visited
285 municipal corporations in
England and Wales. After public
hearings, they wrote, for each
borough, a detailed report
which provided an accurate
picture of the municipal
institutions and their
functioning over the preceding
decades. In describing the
political organisation, the
administration, the legal and
law enforcement functions, the
reports showed that the
municipal corporations were
areas of privileges. Beyond the
overview provided by those in
favour of reform of a system at
breaking point, the reports,
while taking into account local
situations, measured the role
played in urban management
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by municipal corporations. After
an extensive campaign and
several petitions, the
parliamentary debate resulted
in a compromise bill that aimed
at reforming only the main
royal boroughs. Small towns, as
well as large industrial cities,
which had not been granted the
royal charter of incorporation,

the-age-of-reform-1815-1870-oxford-history-of-england

were not aﬀected by the
reform. Though it carefully
treated certain former
institutions, the municipal
reform fundamentally altered
the way administration was run
and marked the end of the
urban Ancient Regime in
England and in Wales.
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